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SUBJECT: OPPOSITION GROUPS AGREE TENTATIVELY ON 10-MEMBER 
NEGOTIATING 

TEAM TO MEET WITH SUAREZ 

REF: MADRID 9028 

1 . AT THEIR SCHEDULED FOLLOW-UP MEETING YESTERDAY (REFTEL), 
OPPOSITION CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS, SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, SOCIALISTS, 
COMMUNISTS, LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, AND REGIONAL COALITIONS AGREED 
TO FORM A 10 MEMBER NEGOTIATING TEAM MADE UP OF ONE LIBERAL, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MADRID 09137 022005Z 
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ONE COMMUNIST, ONE REPRESENTATIVE EACH FROM CATALONIA, THE 
BASQUE PROVINCES AND GALICIA, AND, SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT AMONG 
THE LABOR GROUPS, ONE LABOR REPRESENTATIVE. EACH POL- 
ITICAL "FAMILY’' INVOLVED WILL NOW DECIDE ON ITS REP- 
RESENTATIVE^) AND A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT IS EXPECTED 
ON SATURDAY. 

2. TWENTY-TWO OF THE GROUPS REPRESENTED APPROVED THIS 
FORMAT OUTRIGHT, WHILE FOURTEEN OTHERS, PRINCIPALLY THE 
LIBERALS, THREE MEMBERS OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
"EQUIP," AND ALL OF THE FAR LEFT GROUPS "RESERVED" 

THEIR FINAL DECISION UNTIL SATURDAY. THE LIBERALS RE- 
PORTEDLY HAD SOUGHT MORE THAN ONE REPRESENTATIVE, WHITE. 

THE FAR LEFT MADE IT CLEAR THAT IT CANNOT BE REPRESENT- 
ED BY THE PCE. THE INITIAL RELUCTANCE OF THE THREE 
"EQUIPO” MEMBERS PROBABLY DERIVES FROM THE DIFFICULTY 
IN AGREEING ON A SINGLE CD REPRESENTATIVE. IF THE LIB- 
ERALS AND ALL THE "EQUIPO" MEMBERS FAIL TO COME ALONG., 

THE ARRANGEMENT COULD UNRAVEL, ALTHOUGH CHRISTIAN DEMO- 
CRATIC LEADER JAIME CORTEZO HAS TOLD EMBOFF THAT HE 
ANTICIPATES NO PROBLEMS IN THIS REGARD. AS WAS THE 
CASE AT THE SATURDAY MEETING, PARTIDO 
POPULAR, THE "SOCIALIST DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE" (PSOE "HIS- 
TORICOS," PSDE, RSE), AND THOSE REGIONAL COALITIONS NOT 
INVOLVED IN THE "PLATAFORMA DE ORGANISMOS DEMOCRATICOS" 

(POD) DID NOT PARTICIPATE. 

3. YESTERDAY'S AGREEMENT LEAVES A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT 
QUESTIONS UNANSWERED. PRINCIPAL AMONG THEM IS HOW THE 
PROBLEM POSED BY COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION ON THE NE- 
GOTIATING TEAM WILL BE RESOLVED, GIVEN THE GOVT'S 
CONTINUING INDICATIONS THAT IT DOES NOT INTEND TO 

SIT DOWN AT THE TABLE WITH THE PCE. ONE WAY AROUND 
THIS WOULD BE FOR THE TEAM TO SELECT A SMALLER GROUP 
-PERHAPS THREE OR FOUR REPRESENTATIVES, NONE OF 
THEM PCE MEMBERS - TO ACTUALLY MEET WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER WHO, IN ANY CASE, HAS ALREADY EXPRESSED, AS 
CORTEZO CONFIRMS, HIS PERSONAL PREFERENCE THAT THE 
GROUP BE AS SMALL AS POSSIBLE.STABLER 
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